
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

HUMANE SOCIETY OF SONOMA COUNTY RECEIVES $150,000 GRANT FROM PETSMART CHARITIES TO 
EXPAND ACCESS TO VETERINARY CARE 

Funding Will Help Sonoma County Pet Families Access the Affordable Veterinary Care They Need 

Santa Rosa, CA (May 5, 2026) — The Humane Society of Sonoma County (HSSC) has received a $150,000 
grant from PetSmart Charities to help more local pet families access affordable veterinary care.  

A recent PetSmart Charities-Gallup State of Pet Care Study revealed 52 percent of pet parents skipped or 
declined veterinary care, largely due to financial concerns. This funding will support HSSC’s Community 
Veterinary Clinic in removing barriers to care such as cost and limited appointment availability by adding 
staff and building a more sustainable business model. Through this grant, HSSC expects to expand their 
public-facing veterinary services and reach even more homed pets in the community over the next four 
years.  

“This grant is helping us create a strategy that better sustains our clinics and our staff while increasing 
access to affordable veterinary services for our community,” said Cynthia King, Executive Director of 
HSSC. “Not only does this partnership help keep animals out of the overburdened shelter system, it 
supports the human-animal bond which is so important to the wellbeing of people and their pets.” 

50 million pets across the U.S. lack access to the veterinary care they need. In 2023, PetSmart Charities 
responded to that reality with a commitment of more than $100 million over five years to dismantle the 
financial, geographical and logistical barriers standing between pets and the care they deserve . Through 
its Accelerator grant program, PetSmart Charities supports nonprofit and low-cost veterinary providers 
working to expand services and reach more families in need. 

“Pets are family, and access to veterinary care is critical in ensuring they stay healthy and  remain in their 
loving homes,” said Aimee Gilbreath, president of PetSmart Charities. “When care is declined or skipped 

https://www.gallup.com/analytics/659123/gallup-petsmart-charities.aspx
https://petsmartcharities.org/
https://petsmartcharities.org/pro/grants/improving-access-to-veterinary-care


due to finances, small medical issues can become serious and far more expensive. We’re proud to 
partner with the Humane Society of Sonoma County to help create practical, sustainable goals that meet 
the needs of their community.” 

HSSC’s Community Veterinary Clinic (CVC) recently provided lifesaving care for Jasmine. The eight-year-
old Shepherd mix was adopted from HSSC as a puppy in 2017. Her family initially sought help from their 
regular veterinarian after noticing she was experiencing discomfort. X-rays revealed two large bladder 
stones which were causing her pain. With treatment costs beyond their reach, Jasmine was referred to 
the CVC. HSSC’s veterinary team provided a cystotomy and, during surgery, discovered that the bladder 
stones were actually one massive single stone that had split in two. Jasmine’s procedure and recovery 
were smooth and successful and she is once again thriving at home with her family.  

For more information about HSSC’s public veterinary clinics, please visit: 
humanesocietysoco.org/medical-programs 

 

### 

 

About the Humane Society of Sonoma County  
Serving the community since 1931, the Humane Society of Sonoma County is a donor-supported 
safe haven for animals. They provide shelter, medical care, behavior support and adoption services 
to homeless animals on their journey to happy and healthy lives. Last year, HSSC placed 1,689 
animals into loving homes through their Santa Rosa and Healdsburg campuses. And adoption is 
just the beginning. As a resource to our community, they offer dog training classes and pet behavior 
support to help ensure the success of each adoption and strengthen the human/animal bond. Their 
weekly Low-Cost Spay/Neuter clinics, Community Veterinary Clinic, Community Outreach Team, 
and donation-supported Pet Food Pantry help owned pets stay safe, healthy and with the families 
who love them. HSSC’s Humane Education Program nurtures compassion for animals through 
youth summer and winter camps. Additionally, their outreach efforts and volunteer opportunities 
foster engagement and sustained support for their lifesaving programs. Visit 
humanesocietysoco.org and follow all their feel-good stories on Facebook and Instagram. 
 

About PetSmart Charities 

PetSmart Charities is committed to making the world a better place for pets and all who love them. 

Through its in-store adoption program in all PetSmart® stores across the U.S. and Puerto Rico, PetSmart 

Charities has helped more than 11 million pets find loving homes.  PetSmart Charities also provides 

grant funding to support organizations that advocate and care for the well-being of all pets and their 

families. Its efforts connect pets with loving homes, improve access to affordable veterinary care, and 

support families in times of crises with access to food, shelter, and disaster response. Each year, millions 

of generous supporters help pets in need by donating to PetSmart Charities directly at 

PetSmartCharities.org, while shopping at PetSmart.com, and by using the PIN pads at checkout registers 

inside PetSmart® stores. PetSmart Charities efficiently uses more than 90 cents of every dollar donated 

https://humanesocietysoco.org/medical-programs/
https://humanesocietysoco.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HumaneSocietySoco/
https://www.instagram.com/humanesocietysoco/
https://petsmartcharities.org/
https://www.petsmart.com/


to fulfill its mission, granting more than $600 million since its inception in 1994. The organization is a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit that has received a Four-Star Rating from Charity Navigator each year consecutively 

since 2003 — placing it among the top one percent of rated charities. 

To learn more or make a donation, visit PetSmartCharities.org. 

Follow PetSmart Charities on Instagram: @PetSmartCharities 
Follow PetSmart Charities on Facebook: Facebook.com/PetSmartCharities 
Follow PetSmart Charities on YouTube: YouTube.com/PetSmartCharitiesInc 

Media Contact 
Victoria Pereira 
Communications Manager, Humane Society of Sonoma County 
vpereira@humanesocietysoco.org 
(707) 542-0882 ext. 263 
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